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BIOPLASTICS AND THE EUROPEAN BIOECONOMY | WELCOME 8 June 2015, Vienna

Yours sincerely,

Peter Traupmann Hasso v. Pogrell 
Chief Executive Officer  Managing Director
Austrian Energy Agency  European Bioplastics

Welcome from the organisers

Hello and welcome to the Vienna Seminar on 
Bioplastics and the European Bioeconomy. We are 
delighted that you have found the time to join us today, 
and we hope that you will enjoy the event!

The aim of this seminar is to bring together a select 
group of people who – be it in public office, private 
businesses, academia, or civil society organisations – 
are involved in the important process of advancing the 
bioeconomy in Europe and at Member State level. We all 
aim for a gradual shift towards an economy that is more 
attuned to the vital demands of resource efficiency and 
transgenerational sustainability. Making our economies 
fit for the future requires us to collectively reduce our 
impact on the environment e.g. by efficiently using 
renewable resources in use cascades or by extending 
material and product life cycles through recycling. 
Connecting these changes to the industrial renaissance 
of Europe and employment growth is a challenge the 
bio-industries such as the European bioplastics industry 
are fit to meet.

The programme has three major components: a scientific 
perspective on the foundations and potential applications 
of plastics that are biobased, biodegradable, or both; a 
discussion of current policy developments on the EU 
level, in Austria, and in the Netherlands; and – through 
the example of the bioplastics industry - the ‘business 
case’ delivered by companies involved in developing 
innovative bioplastic solutions.

To ensure a dynamic exchange of knowledge and 
positions there will be plenty of opportunities for 
organisations not featured in the seminar programme 
to introduce themselves to the audience in ‘open 
microphone sessions’. Furthermore, the seminar will 
offer several networking breaks including an evening 
reception in the Sofitel’s skybar.

We would like to thank our sponsor, the Embassy of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Vienna, for their generous 
support of the event. May it enable fruitful discussions 
and equip you with new impulses and interesting 
contacts.

Peter Traupmann Hasso v. Pogrell
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Programme

9:00 Arrival & networking breakfast

9:40 Welcome address by the organisers 
Peter Traupmann, CEO, Austrian Energy Agency
Hasso von Pogrell, Managing Director, European Bioplastics 

10:00 Presentation I: The scientific perspective
Materials and environmental performance – potential and perspectives for regenerative  
resource-based polymers
Reinhold W. Lang, Head of Institute of Polymeric Materials and Testing, JKU Linz  

10:20 Presentation II: The policy perspective in the Netherlands
Karin Weustink, Deputy Director Biobased Economy, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation, 
Netherlands

10:40 Presentation III: The policy perspective in Austria
Gerhard Mannsberger, Head of Directorate-General III, Forestry, Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management, Austria

11:00 Q&A session with Reinhold W. Lang, Karin Weustink, and Gerhard Mannsberger

11:20 Panel discussion: The European bioeconomy – benefits, barriers, and prospects
In this session, a panel of senior experts reflects upon the current state of affairs in the bioeconomy. 
We will be exploring the strategic approaches set out on EU level, as well as in EU Member States 
such as Austria and the Netherlands. Furthermore, the environmental, societal as well as economic 
potential of an important and rapidly growing part of the bioeoconomy – the bioplastics industry – 
will be examined.
Moderated by: Kristy-Barbara Lange, Deputy Managing Director, European Bioplastics
Panelists: 
· Harald Bleier, Manager Kunststoff-Cluster, ecoplus Niederösterreichs Wirtschaftsagentur GmbH  
·  Georg Gübitz, Head of Institute for Environmental Biotechnology, BOKU – University of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences, Vienna 

·  Maurits van Tol, Vice President Innovation and Technology, Borealis Group
·  Harmen Willemse, Netherlands Standardization Institute / CEN Technical Committee 411 Bio-based Products

12:30 Lunch & open microphone session I
We want our participants to get to know one another. During lunchtime, companies will take to the stage and 
introduce their innovative products and services. Each session is strictly limited to 3 minutes! To secure your 
place, email us on conference@european-bioplastics.org – it‘s first come, first serve.

14:00 Presentation IV: The manufacturer‘s perspective – PLA, a biobased commodity 
plastic in the making  
François de Bie, Marketing Director PLA Bioplastics, Corbion 

14:20 Presentation V: Thermoplastic starch – applications & future perspectives  
Eleni Siakkou, Team Leader, Starch Non-Food Department, Agrana Research and Innovation Center 

14:40 Presentation VI: Biobased plastics – product design and future applications  
Inge Oskam, Professor Technical Innovation & Entrepreneurship, Urban Technology Research Programme, 
University of Applied Sciences Amsterdam

15:00 Q&A session with François de Bie, Eleni Siakkou, and Inge Oskam
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Programme

During today’s seminar, where 
a select group of senior experts 
from Austria and The Netherlands 
involved in realizing a resource-
efficient European bioeconomy 
are together, knowledge 
exchange and new international 
partnerships are at the forefront. 

Bringing together key players from the Austrian and Dutch 
bioplastics industry creates a stimulating environment 
where important steps and opportunities for both countries 
can be identified and future standards can be discussed.

The Netherlands focuses on a realistic, yet ambitious 
green growth strategy. Our country has a lot of expertise 
to offer – to make a meaningful contribution to the rapid 
development of renewable energy sources like sun, wind, 
biomass and geothermal energy; a high-quality chemical 
industry; an innovative agricultural sector; and big ports. 
This strong base provides an excellent framework to work 
on themes like climate-change and the reduction of the 
use of fossil fuels.

In recent years, many promising biobased initiatives have 
started already and are currently being developed further. 
In this way, the biobased economy becomes essential in a 
strategy of green growth. In 2017, the import- and export 
quota for sugar beets will be modified. The Netherlands 
has ideal climate conditions for sugar beets, and can 
therefore become a major supplier of sugar beets as raw 
material for the chemical industry. I am convinced that 
there are also various opportunities for Austria to create a 
biobased economy. Both countries can be leading actors 
in realizing the European bioeconomy agenda, and I am 
optimistic that this seminar will be part of an ongoing 
dialogue between our countries. For today, I expect many 
fruitful discussions and hope they will equip you all with 
the right impulses and interesting contacts.

Yours sincerely,

Peter van Wulfften Palthe, 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of The Netherlands in Austria

Note from the sponsor

15:10 Afternoon coffee break & open microphone session II
Another opportunity to introduce your company to the audience – to reserve your spot in the open micropho-
ne session, please write to conference@european-bioplastics.org – it‘s first come, first serve.

15:45 Presentation VII: Potential benefits of biodegradable plastics in different environments  
Aaik Rodenburg, CEO, Rodenburg Biopolymers

16:05 Presentation VIII: Plant oil derived biopolymers from biorefineries: Providing new flexible 
film solutions for food and non-food packaging  
Natalia Danler-Bachynska, Marketing & Communication, NaturaBiomat 
Friedrich von Hesler, Sales Manager, Novamont 

16:25 Presentation IX: Natural synthetic material – products, applications & trends  
Johann Zimmermann, Managing Director, NaKu

16:45 Closing remarks  
Kristy-Barbara Lange, Deputy Managing Director, European Bioplastics  
Peter Traupmann, CEO, Austrian Energy Agency

17:00 End of conference & reception in the Skybar
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Speaker faculty

The seminar aims to give an overview of bioeconomy initiatives on the European level as well as in Austria and the Netherlands, and to discuss 

the potential of the emerging bioplastics industry within this context. To that end, we have asked a line-up of highly experienced professionals 

from academia, business, politics, and civil society to contribute to the proceedings. We hope that the presentations and panel discussions will 

provide plenty of food for thought and, of course, for fruitful debates throughout the day and beyond. In order of appearance:

Energy expert Peter Traupmann was born in Güssing (Burgenland) in 1962. He finished his degree in agronomy 
at the BOKU (University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences), Vienna. Before taking up his post at the Austrian 
Energy Agency in November 2011, he was manager with overall operative and strategic responsibility of a 
medium-size energy supply company for some years. In his function as member of the Board of the European 
Centre for Renewable Energy, Güssing, Peter Traupmann has been dealing with the strategic development and 
support of sustainable concepts and projects in the field of renewable energies since 1995 already. In the Austrian 
Chamber of Agriculture he acted  as energy politics expert. 

Reinhold W. Lang graduated in Polymer Engineering & Science in 1978 (University of Leoben, Austria) and 
obtained his PhD in 1984 (Lehigh University, USA). He then joined BASF as a research group leader in the field of 
advanced composites. In 1991 he became Full Professor at the University of Leoben. As Director of the Polymer 
Competence Center Leoben (PCCL) from 2002-2008, he led the growth of the PCCL to about 100 employees. 
Since 2009 he holds the Chair of Polymeric Materials & Testing at Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria. His 
current research focus is on mechanics, fracture and fatigue of plastics and composites, and on polymer-based 
technologies for sustainable development, especially solar energy technologies. He authored or co-authored over 
250 papers, successfully applied for and directed a research budget of ca. €65m, and currently acts as Project 
Director of the Austrian research project platform SolPol.

Karin Weustink (1960) works since 2009 at the Ministry of Economic Affairs (Economic Affairs and Agriculture). 
Since 2012 as Deputy Director Biobased Economy. The department’s policy themes are Biobased Economy, 
Green Growth, Raw Materials and Green Deals. Karin is responsible for the Biobased Economy policy. She has 
been working in management since 2000. She studied Political Science at the Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen. 
After her studies she started to work for the government as advisor and policymaker. In her working life the 
restructuring of social security and the welfare system, the opening of new possibilities for childcare, working 
conditions and sustainability were the fields in which she was active. She prefers to work at connecting societal 
change with government policy. Her focus is on ”making things work”.

Hasso von Pogrell is Managing Director of European Bioplastics since March 2009. Upon completion of his 
education in Germany, and a two your term of military services, he studied Economics at the University of Cologne 
where he graduated in1994. He began his political carries as a lobbyist in 1995, when he joined the Germany 
Industry Association for Optical, Medical and Mechatronical Technologies, where he showed responsible for public 
relations and economics. After a two-year stint as General Manager at the Federal Association of the German 
Medium and Large Retail Enterprises, he returned to the industry sector again. As Head of Department for Foreign 
Affairs at the Association of the German Construction Industry and Assistant Director of the European International 
Contractors (EIC), he served the construction industry for seven years from 2000 to 2007, before steering the affairs 
of the Association of the German Sawmill Association as its Managing Director between 2007 and 2009. 

Gerhard Mannsberger obtained his engineering diploma in forestry (forest ecology and protection) from BOKU 
University of Natural Resources & Applied Life Sciences. He then embarked on a career in the forestry departments 
first of the Province of Lower Austria, then the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management. Since 1996 he is the Director General of the Federal Ministry’s Forestry Department, and some of 
his key focus areas include national and international forestry policy, and research into – and promotion of – torrent 
and avalanche control for which he is responsible technically as well as administratively. Mr Mannsberger is one 
of the foremost proponents of Austrian and indeed European efforts to design and implement the bioeconomy of 
the future.
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Harald Bleier born in 1962 and holds a degree in engineering from HTL Eisenstadt, Austria. After graduating he 
worked for 21 years with a leading plastics company. During this time he became an internationally reknowned 
expert on plastics manufacturing. Since 2005 Harald Bleier heads the plastics cluster at ecoplus, the business 
promotion agency of Lower Austria Province. Besides his management duties he focuses on and oversees the 
organisation’s national and international project cooperations. Since 2010 he also heads the meachtronics cluster 
in Lower Austria. In this twofold role he continues to improve the innovative capacities of many Lower Austrian 
businesses sustainably and long-term.
Harald Bleier is married with two children.

Georg M. Gübitz is full professor and head of the Institute of Environmental Biotechnology at BOKU University 
of Natural Resources & Life Sciences. His research investigates enzymatic strategies for functionalisation and 
processing of materials and for bioenergy production. Moreover, he investigates enzymatic routes in environmental 
applications like recycling and detoxification processes. This includes mechanistic investigation of enzyme 
catalysed pathways in environmental processes as well as the characterisation and exploitation of novel enzymes. 
The obtained knowledge is then combined with rational design of novel enzymes for improved biotransformation 
of polymeric substrates both of natural and synthetic origin. Georg M. Gübitz obtained his master in biochemistry 
and his PhD in biotechnology from the TU Graz, Austria. He has published over 260 papers in peer-reviewed 
journals, holds 15 patents, and has edited various books.

Maurits van Tol is Vice President Innovation & Technology and joined Borealis in 2012 after spending about 19 
years in the chemical industry with DSM holding various international managerial roles. He has broad experience 
in senior leadership positions in R&D, marketing as well as business development and general management, such 
as VP bio-based chemicals and materials, VP for R&D, Innovation, Business Development, IPR and Licensing as 
well as Marketing Director and Business Manager for Oil Additives. Maurits van Tol graduated in Chemistry at the 
Leiden University, including a year at UEA Norwich, UK, and holds a Ph.D. in Chemistry from Leiden University with 
a part of the work done at UC Berkeley, USA. He holds 18 patents to his name and has published over 30 scientific 
articles. His research was amongst others honoured by the Royal Dutch Chemical Society.

Harmen Willemse is working at the Netherlands Standardization Institute, at the Energy division. He is the secretary 
of the CEN Technical Committee ‘Bio-based products’ (CEN/TC 411). In this position he supports the development 
of European standards for various aspects of bio-based products, including sustainability and determination of 
bio-based content. His other field of activity is the roll-out of the Better Biomass (NTA 8080) certification system. 
This certificate can be used worldwide to demonstrate the sustainability of solid, liquid and gaseous biomass. 
Before NEN, Harmen worked as a management consultant and as a sales professional in several companies in 
the IT and management consultancy sector. Harmen studied Business Administration at the Rotterdam School of 
Management, Erasmus University Rotterdam, where he graduated on stakeholder involvement in standardization.

François de Bie is Marketing Director PLA and bioplastic building blocks at Corbion (Purac). He is committed to 
bringing maximum value to Purac business partners that are interested in entering the fast growing bioplastics 
market. François holds a MSc in polymer technology from Eindhoven University of Technology, the Netherlands. 
Before joining Corbion (Purac), François worked at EconCore, Sabic and GE Plastics where he was responsible 
for business leadership, marketing, business development and sales. With EconCore he won the European 
Bioplastics Award in 2010.
 

Kristy-Barbara Lange is Deputy Managing Director at European Bioplastics and heads the communications 
division of the association. Since 2010 she is responsible for all communications measures of the association 
internally and externally including media relations and corporate publishing. With her joining the managing team 
beginning of 2015 further focus areas are EU policy and membership development. She holds a Master of Political 
Sciences from Heidelberg University, Germany. Before joining European Bioplastics, Kristy worked several years 
in international PR-agencies with a focus on the industry sectors infrastructure and (renewable) energy. 
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Inge Oskam (1970) is professor Technical Innovation and Entrepreneurship within the Urban Technology research 
programme of the Amsterdam University of Applied Science (since 2007). Ever since her master in Industrial 
Design Engineering at Delft University of Technology she operated at the cross section of business, technology 
and innovation. She worked both on applied research (at TNO and Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences) 
and business practice having 10 years of consultancy experience. Her research area is circular design and smart 
production. She is responsible for applied research around sustainable technologies such as biobased plastics 
and smart urban farming. The research focusses on application of these technologies in new products and 
services and research into the business models and networks that are necessary to implement these technologies 
in the market. 

Aaik Rodenburg originally has a background in the Logistics sector, working as operational manager and then 
operational director for a Dutch transportation company. In 1999 he founded Rodenburg Biopolymers, producing 
premium bioplastics compound systems. He was born in 1951 and is married with two children.

Natalia Danler-Bachynska has been working at Naturabiomat GmbH, Austrian-based headquarters of 
Naturabiomat Group since 2013. After studying German and English Philology and Applied Linguistics at the 
Universities of Chernivtsi (Ukraine) and Vienna, she taught at the University of Chernivtsi and worked on her thesis 
in the field of comparative literary onomastics. In 1998 she moved to Austria and started to work at backaldrin 
International the Kornspitz Company GmbH as an Area Sales Manager. Today, she works as part of the Marketing 
and Sales Teams at Naturabiomat®, responsible for developing marketing activities focusing on target customers 
and providing the key liaison point between the two teams and Research Department both nationally and 
internationally. 

Johann Zimmermann is 43 years old. After his universal degree in polymer science at the university in Leoben/ 
Austria in 1999, he started his career at Biesterfeld Interowa, an European distributor of polymers. First he was 
working as technical service engineer, taking over the lead of the technical service group in 2005. Having finished 
his second degree in economic science Johann Zimmermann founded “ZimTec” the consulting office for polymer 
engineering in 2006 and Company Naku in May 2007. Naku is specialist in biopolymer products (films, bottles, 
injection molded parts) and in biopolymer compounds. Main product is a bag that is specially designed to keep 
vegetables, fruits and bread longer fresh. For this inventions Naku has earned many national innovation awards 
like for example the Genius innovation award in 2007 and the Weisssee Innovation Lounge 2010. Especially 
should be mentioned the nomination for the Austrian climate protection price in 2012.

Eleni Siakkou was born in Dresden, Germany, in 1983 and completed her diploma in technical chemistry at 
the Vienna University of Technology in 2008. In 2011 she obtained her doctorate in chemistry and biochemistry 
from the University of Otago in New Zealand. Eleni is now a team leader heading R&D at the starch non-food 
department of AGRANA’s Research & Innovation Center. Since 2013 she’s also been a part-time lecturer at IMC 
University of Applied Sciences in Krems, Austria.

Friedrich von Hesler is Sales Manager at Novamont GmbH and is responsible for the D/A/CH markets. After 
his Ph.D. in Biology he joined Novamont as Business Development Manager in 1997. Friedrich von Hesler is a 
member of the Bavarian Bioeconomy Council as well as the board of C.A.R.M.E.N. e.V. 



Returning to Berlin on 5/6 November 2015, Europe’s 
premier conference dedicated to bioplastics will 
bring together over 350 stakeholders from across 
the bioplastics value chain. This international dele-
gation will engage in two days of discussions about 
the latest advances and the future of the industry, 
and mingle for lots of high-level networking at the 
co-located bioplastics exhibition and during the so-
cial events accompanying the 10th anniversary edi-
tion of this outstanding event.

For more information on registration, exhibition 
and sponsorship opportunities go to our website or 
send an email to Mr Götz Ahrens at conference@
european-bioplastics.org

www.conference.european-bioplastics.org

5/6 November 2015
MARITIM proArte Hotel 

Berlin
For more information email: 

conference@european-bioplastics.org

Register now!


