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Preface 

We are in the midst of challenging times and overcoming the 
coronavirus crisis requires tremendous effort by society, the 
economy, and government. But this in no way diminishes the 
urgency of the climate crisis. Both crises must be tackled in 
concert. Investing in climate protection now means developing 
forward-looking business fields, offers economic growth 
potential, and creates sustainable jobs that make our region 
stronger. Capital is a key source of leverage in this. Green 
finance and mobilising private capital are keys to overcoming 

the climate crisis and will drive investments in green, innovative, and sustainable 
activities.  

This requires a clear political framework. The goal of the Austrian Green Investment 
Pioneers programme is to bring investors, project developers, and builders together in a 
way that makes investing in green projects easier. The focus is on the effectiveness and 
implementation of the projects. The klimaaktiv climate protection initiative assists these 
project companies in building networks and overcoming hurdles in project development 
and implementation. klimaaktiv standards such as the building standard ensure the high 
quality of the projects.1 

The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme is a key measure within our green 
finance activities. It is part of the Austrian Green Finance Agenda, which was developed by 
the Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and 
Technology (BMK) and the Federal Ministry of Finance (BMF) together with stakeholders.  

I wish you great success in implementing your sustainable business models and am 
pleased that you are moving towards climate neutrality together with us.  

                                                       

1 Support in the form of direct consultations is offered for applying klimaaktiv standards if they exist for the 
respective target sector and are applicable in the given case. The klimaaktiv standards substantially enhance 
the value of the associated projects. 

 
Federal Minister Leonore 
Gewessler 
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1 What is the Austrian Green 
Investment Pioneers programme? 

The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme is based on the Austrian 
Green Finance Agenda of the Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, 
Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology (BMK). This initiative is aimed at 
mobilising private capital to finance Taxonomy-compliant 2projects, which make 
important contributions to the attainment of the Austrian climate targets. 

The focus in the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme is being placed on 
effectiveness. Rapid investments are to be made in green projects that are scalable and 
that make a concrete, tangible contribution to meeting the Austrian climate and energy 
targets3. Around €17 billion in investments will be required in Austria alone every year to 
achieve these goals. And private investors will also have to step in if this investment 
volume is to be covered. At the same time, many investors are prepared to put capital into 
green projects – but a suitable framework that makes the necessary projects eligible for 
investor financing is often lacking. Many of the relevant technologies are mature and 
could be rolled out on a broad basis. One hurdle in financing the scaling of these projects 
is the small investment volumes of individual projects. Scaling can often not be realised by 
means of conventional credit financing, but the volumes that the individual projects 
involve are also not large enough to justify the expense involved with structuring project 
financing. One solution is clustering multiple smaller projects into a project company. In 
the Pioneers programme, we call this type of project company an “enabling facility”. 
Clustering similar projects can allow the due diligence process to be standardised and 
completed at low cost. At the same time, the different end customers diversify the 
portfolio. This makes the package attractive for a wider group of investors with different 
profiles. An analysis of a planned business model for compatibility with the EU Taxonomy 

                                                       

2 Projects that conform with the EU Taxonomy 
3 Austrian climate and energy targets 

https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:903d5cf5-c3ac-47b6-871c-c83eae34b273/20_18_beilagen_nb.pdf
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with the support of our subject matter experts brings a number of different advantages, 
including in the financing of individual projects. 

We need cooperation between companies that want to scale technically mature solutions 
and financial companies that want to go down this path. klimaaktiv, the BMK’s climate 
protection initiative, and the Federal Environment Agency provide support on the scaling 
path. The programme participants have the opportunity to regularly exchange information 
and ideas with klimaaktiv, the Federal Environment Agency, and other pioneers. This 
ensures professional support for the development and realisation of the projects. 

Figure 1: Core elements of the programme 

 

Source: Own chart 

1.1 What are green projects? 

Two prerequisites must be met to qualify as “green” under the Austrian Green Investment 
Pioneers programme:  
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1.1.1 First prerequisite 

The projects must conform with the action areas of the integrated national energy and 
climate plan (NECP) and also meet the criteria of the EU Taxonomy Regulation. Projects in 
the following sectors are generally eligible for support under this programme:  

• Renewable energy: photovoltaic, geothermal, wind, and bioenergy including storage 
systems and software solutions for control/optimisation, etc. 

• Buildings: thermal refurbishment, energy efficiency measures, climate-neutral heating 
and cooling, etc. Conventional new construction is not covered by the programme in 
general, but can be in combination with energy autonomy for larger urban areas 
where this improves the quality of living (neighbourhood solutions, etc.). If applicable, 
building renovation projects must at least meet the klimaaktiv Silver building 
standard4 according to the currently valid requirements. 

• Climate-friendly mobility: electromobility, expansion of the charging station 
infrastructure, corporate mobility management, strategic mobility management (e.g. 
inter-municipal), etc.  

• Industry: climate-friendly technologies, energy efficiency measures, etc. 

1.1.2 Second prerequisite 

Submitted projects must meet the criteria for sustainable economic activities as defined in 
the delegated legal acts for the EU Taxonomy Regulation. The fulfilment of these criteria 
will be assessed by subject matter experts of the Federal Environment Agency according 
to the current state of knowledge when the application is submitted. We will be pleased 
to assist you with such issues in advance and will assist you with Taxonomy issues 
throughout the entire partnership. 

1.2 How can green projects be financed and implemented? 

When green projects are not financed directly by the customers and users, system 
builders and operators often make use of rental, lease, or contracting solutions. Other 

                                                       

4 klimaaktiv criteria catalogue 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/bauen-sanieren/gebaeudedeklaration/kriterienkatalog-2020.html
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financing solutions are also possible. The resulting long-term payment flows or the ability 
to directly put capital into the system components are interesting for investors. A key 
prerequisite here is bankability, which refers to willingness of established financial 
institutions and investors to fund such a project. The early involvement of banks and 
investors, a professional project structure and planning, and combining multiple 
transactions into larger portfolios are key aspects in making green projects bankable. 

1.3 What is an enabling facility? 

An enabling facility is when one or more companies in the real economy collaborate with 
banks/investors to implement green projects. In this case, the banks/investors are 
involved from the outset and ensure the bankability of the transactions and of the entire 
portfolio. Under the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme, we call the project 
companies “enabling facilities” because they “enable” something. It is important for an 
enabling facility to be a (newly founded) corporation that has contractually defined roles 
and responsibilities for the partners from the outset. Enabling facilities are active in at 
least one of the green target sectors defined in the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme and make a measurable contribution to overcoming the climate crisis: 

• They contribute to the attainment of Austria’s climate and energy targets by 
implementing green projects. For this reason, the projects must be realised in Austria. 
They enable greener economic activity through sustainable projects and with forward-
looking investors. 

• They facilitate numerous smaller projects that can bring about a great change in 
combination. The individual projects should be scalable and repeatable, and should 
not solely be individual projects with a small scope. 

• They enable the financing of projects in the real economy that are made more 
attractive for banks and investors.  

• They demonstrate that smaller-scale transactions can also be financed, thus 
encouraging further actors to follow this example. 

• For example, companies can join forces with banks/investors for projects on a 
contracting basis or using other innovative green finance models and offer the 
following products and services: 

• Comprehensive building renovation with heating system replacement in combination 
with photovoltaic and thermal solar systems or heat pumps for multi-storey 
residential units 
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• Company vehicle fleet conversion to alternative drive technologies and adapted 
mobility concepts 

• Installation of rooftop photovoltaic systems or photovoltaic carports with storage 
systems and charging stations for retailers, furniture shops, DIY shops, and the like 

• Implementation of energy efficiency measures in industrial systems with financing 
through energy savings contracting 

As certain economic scales and realised investment volumes are being targeted, the 
programme does not focus on projects that are in the research and development phase. 

Climate and Energy Fund green finance programme 

Part A of the Climate and Energy Fund green finance programme offers financial 
support for projects that are still in the process of developing a green business 
case. A comprehensive, economically viable concept should be developed for the 
respective green finance business case. An application for the Austrian Green 
Investment Pioneers programme can then be submitted with the finished 
business case. In part B of the green finance programme, ancillary costs for the 
preparations for the placement of finished green finance concepts on the financial 
market are supported in the fields of green bonds and crowd financing. You can 
find more information at: klimafonds.gv.at/call/green-finance-2021  

https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/call/green-finance-2021/
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2 Benefits from participating in the 
Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme 

You will profit at multiple levels from participation in the programme:  

• First-mover advantage: Rules have already been put into place at the EU level to direct 
more investment capital into climate-friendly undertakings, and this trend is gaining 
momentum. Be a pioneer and position yourself today in this future market. We will 
make it easier for you to get into green projects and will help you expand your 
forward-looking activities. 

• Detailed assignment to the EU Taxonomy: Financial investors are highly interested in 
and have a high demand for green projects; they are also applying quality 
requirements to avoid greenwashing. The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme provides you with the necessary expertise on the EU Taxonomy. Our 
subject matter experts will assist you with questions about applying the technical 
criteria and with the documentation of the Taxonomy criteria. When your projects 
conform with the Taxonomy, these green investments are aligned with the Paris 
climate targets. This makes it easier for you to place and market your project 
portfolios.  

• Risk sharing when founding an enabling facility: A group can achieve what an 
individual cannot accomplish alone. By founding an enabling facility, you can reduce 
your business risk and ensure bankability from the outset.  

• Financial support in setting up the enabling facility: Actors often perceive the initial 
costs for founding an enabling facility as a major hurdle. To significantly lower this 
market entry barrier, you can apply for financial support from the Climate and Energy 
Fund after being selected as an Austrian Green Investment Pioneer. Contract 
preparation costs that are directly related to the foundation of an enabling facility or 
that pertain to the definition of the contractual provisions for the legal entity as well 
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as tax and consolidation issues are all eligible for assistance.5   The costs must be 
indicated in the application and are part of the application documents.  

• Austrian Green Investment Pioneers public relations work: Position yourself as a 
trailblazer in the industry. We will help raise your public profile. The activities of the 
Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme will be covered in the public relations 
activities of klimaaktiv and communicated through the klimaaktiv social media 
channels and newsletters. This will inform an interested audience about your 
innovative green projects.  

• Use of the powerful klimaaktiv brand: The klimaaktiv climate protection initiative 
already boasts a 36% recognition rate and high likeability scores. As a green 
investment pioneer, you will benefit from the combined communication capacity of 
Austria’s largest climate protection initiative and the positive brand image of 
klimaaktiv. You will be granted the exclusive right to use the klimaaktiv partner logo 
and can display this logo in all areas in which the enabling facility is active.  

• Use of klimaaktiv, Austria’s largest climate protection network, and cooperation with 
strong, innovative partners: We will help you build a network and acquire potential 
business partners. Forge green partnerships for the future today and assume a 
successful position in the Austrian market. Find synergies with other potential 
partners in the klimaaktiv network. 

• Green investment capacity building and exchange: Improve your knowledge about the 
Taxonomy requirements and green finance. Gain additional know-how and use this to 
generate new impetus in your company for green, sustainable business models. Profit 
two-fold from project collaboration: from the concrete implementation of your green 
project and from the resulting information and experience advantage.  

• After the cooperation agreement is signed, we will continue to assist you with regular 
meetings and support measures. 

The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme offers a robust framework to help 
you establish project pipelines and cluster individual green investment projects in 
portfolios. This results in higher investment volumes that are more attractive for 
investors. This makes it easier to raise private capital, and projects can feature better 
bankability from the start. 

                                                       

5 You can find all details in the information brochure titled Financial Support for Establishing Project 
Companies atklimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers/projektgesellschaften 
 

http://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers/projektgesellschaften.html
http://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers/projektgesellschaften.html
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As an Austrian green investment pioneer, you are an important role model 

• You embody the federal government’s goal of climate neutrality by 2040 and 
the values and principles of the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme. 

• Your actions help to establish the Austrian Green Investment Pioneer 
programme as a successful model for green finance. 

• You establish yourself as an Austrian green investment pioneer and become 
part of the implementation of the Austrian Green Finance Agenda. 

• You implement the submitted business plan with commitment and 
enthusiasm, thus assuming responsibility for achieving the agreed key 
performance indicators (KPI). 

• You move forward with us towards climate neutrality. Knowledge gained 
about green finance aspects (structuring variants, initial hurdles, selected 
solution approaches, etc.) will be published in the form of a case study and 
will be made available for the sharing of experiences. This will also raise your 
visibility for potential new partners and underscore your success. 
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3 Who can participate in the Austrian 
Green Investment Pioneers 
programme? 

All companies, banks, and investors active in one of the specified target sectors can 
participate in the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme. The programme 
is open to established companies and to those in the process of building new 
activities or seeking to adapt or expand their sphere. 

3.1 In what target sectors should an enabling facility be active? 

An enabling facility should be active in at least one of the following target sectors: 

• Renewable energy: photovoltaic, geothermal, wind, and bioenergy including storage 
systems and software solutions for control/optimisation, etc. 

• Buildings: thermal refurbishment, energy efficiency measures, climate-neutral heating 
and cooling, etc. Conventional new construction is not covered by the programme in 
general, but can be in combination with energy autonomy for larger urban areas 
where this improves the quality of living (neighbourhood solutions, etc.).  

• Climate-friendly mobility: electromobility, expansion of the charging station 
infrastructure, corporate mobility management, inter-municipal mobility 
management, etc. 

• Industry: climate-friendly technologies, measures to boost energy efficiency, etc. 

3.2 What requirements must an enabling facility meet? 

• The activities of an enabling facility must fall completely within at least one of the 
specified target sectors.  

• All projects implemented by the enabling facility must comply fully with the Taxonomy 
and make a clear contribution to Austria’s 2030 climate and energy targets. 
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• At least one company in the enabling facility must have a successful track record in 
the respective core area of activity.  

• In addition to the legally required minimum capital, enabling facilities must have 
sufficient equity or hold corresponding guarantees from the participating companies.  

• Actors with external financing must have an investment grade rating or better. Actors 
without a financial rating must have audited and certified annual financial statements6 
for the past two financial years.  

• There may be no conflicts of interest or exclusion criteria for any of the participating 
companies. 

In line with the pioneering intent of the programme and to facilitate the project clustering 
idea to the greatest extent possible, multiple enabling facilities are to be included in the 
programme per target sector; however, it will be ensured that these do not compete with 
each other. 

3.3 What targets must be met? 

Every enabling facility commits to implement green, Taxonomy-compliant projects with an 
aggregate investment volume of at least €20 million within a period of four years. The 
average investment volume per implemented project in the portfolio of the enabling 
facility should be less than €10 million. The implemented projects must contribute to the 
attainment of Austria’s climate and energy targets. However, a prerequisite is that the 
investment volume is not only achieved through a single project, but that it involves a 
business model for multiple projects of the same type (clustering idea). 

3.4 Who can be part of an enabling facility? 

Practically any company can be a shareholder in an enabling facility so long as no 
exclusion criteria apply. The exclusion criteria are based on the Austrian Ecolabel for 
Sustainable Financial Products (guideline UZ497). 

                                                       

6 Members of the consortium whose annual financial statements are not subject to mandatory auditing 
pursuant to § 268 UGB submit their unaudited annual financial statements. 
7 Ecolabel guidelines 

umweltzeichen.at/file/Richtlinie/UZ%2049/Long/UZ49_R5a_Sustainable%20Financial%20Products_2020_EN.pdf
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Companies active in the following areas cannot be shareholders of an enabling facility: 

Table 1 Exclusion criteria 

 

Companies engaging in one or more of the following business practices are also ineligible 
as shareholders of an enabling facility: 

• Systematic, serious, and long-term violations of human or labour rights (especially 
relating to high-risk industries, activities, and regions). 

• No commitment in the company policies to the minimum standards of the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) on child labour, forced labour, freedom of 
association, and discrimination, or proof of systematic violations of these standards. 
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4 How can I become a green 
investment pioneer? 

The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme is targeted above all at 
companies, banks, and investors that wish to implement new green projects in 
Austria. 

4.1 Sign up for regular programme news 

Registration at klimaaktiv.at/pioneers is needed to become an Austrian green investment 
pioneer. Once you have signed up, you will receive important additional information on 
relevant events, on the application process, and on current programme activities. You will 
only receive information that is related to the programme. Registering does not obligate 
you to participate in the further application process or the webinars. 

Anyone who is interested in the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme can also 
use our networking platform. Those wishing to participate in the programme but that are 
still looking for suitable cooperation partners can use our networking platform for their 
search. You can find details on our website klimaaktiv.at/pioneers. 

4.2 Submitting the application documents 

Applications can be submitted at any time starting in 2022. We recommend a 
compatibility check before submitting the application documents. If you already have a 
concrete business idea and want to make sure that it fits with our programme, the 
compatibility check with our programme management is helpful. We will discuss your 
business case in an advisory meeting and clarify whether it meets the prerequisites for the 
Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme. You can arrange an appointment for a 
compatibility check at info.pioneers@energyagency.at. 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers.html
mailto:info.pioneers@energyagency.at
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Your application documents will be evaluated by experts from the Austrian Energy Agency 
and the Federal Environment Agency and selected according to the criteria described in 
4.4.1. 

4.3 The application documents 

The application documents consist of a completed application form and all required 
enclosures. You can find further information about the application procedure at 
klimaaktiv.at/pioneers. 

The following enclosures must be submitted in succinct form: 

1. Application form8   
2. Brief presentation of the participating companies/banks/investors  
3. Qualitative description of the business case (based on the business model canvas 

concept from Alexander Osterwalder) 
4. CVs of the key persons (management of the planned enabling facilities) 
5. Successful track record of the companies, banks, and investors in the selected target 

sector 
6. Planned structure of the enabling facility (legal form, contractual relationships, 

assignment of roles within the enabling facility) 
7. List of planned contracts and brief description of the provisions (e.g. development 

agreement, joint venture contract, service/general contractor/operator contract) 
8. Quantitative business case: financial model for the entire programme period (4 years) 

including the following elements: 
− Establishment costs and running costs of the enabling facility 
− Quantity structures depending on the area of activity (e.g. projects, system 

output) 
− Condensed balance sheet and income statement: revenue sources (construction, 

operation, insurance, etc.), costs, taxes, etc. 
− Assumptions about inflation and energy price trends, etc. 
− Financing concept: equity/debt ratio, assumptions about financing costs for the 

individual instruments 

                                                       

8 You can find a template at 
klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers/informationen_pioneers 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers.html
http://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers/informationen_pioneers.html


 

18 of 26 Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 

9. Letters of recommendation from customers, project partners, supervisory board 
members 

10. Rating certification or audited and certified annual financial statements from the last 
two years for each actor. If no audited financial statements are yet available for the 
last financial year, include the preliminary financial statements for the year. If actors 
are not subject to mandatory auditing of their annual financial statements pursuant to 
§ 268 UGB, they can submit their unaudited annual financial statements.  

11. Current trade register excerpts for all shareholders of the planned enabling facility or 
of the enabling facility if already founded. 

The application documents must be submitted by regular mail in hard copy or on a data 
medium (USB thumb drive) in a sealed envelope addressed to “Application Austrian Green 
Investment Pioneers” at the following address: 

Austrian Energy Agency 
klimaaktiv Austrian Green Investment Pioneers Project Management 
Attn. DI Andreas Hirtl, BSc 
Mariahilfer Straße 136  
1150 Vienna 
Austria  

All submitted documents and the information they contain will be kept in strict 
confidence. A non-disclosure agreement can also be concluded if so desired (see section 
6.4). The documents will be made available to a limited group of persons and will only be 
used within the programme. 

If you have any questions about the application process, please contact: 
info.pioneers@energyagency.at 

4.4 Selection procedure and evaluation 

Experts from the Austrian Energy Agency and the Federal Environment Agency will check 
the application documents for completeness and fulfilment of the formal requirements at 
the behest of the BMK. The decision will be made based on the evaluation of the 
documents according to the criteria listed and described in section 4.4.1. All candidates 
will receive a written decision. 

mailto:info.pioneers@energyagency.at
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4.4.1 Evaluation criteria 

The decision on inclusion in the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme will be 
made on the basis of quality criteria. The following criteria will be used: 

• Quantitative contribution to Austria’s energy and climate targets 
• Conformity with the criteria of the EU Taxonomy  
• Quality and likelihood of implementation of the underlying business plan 
• Scaling potential (i.e. potential for the implementation of further green projects after 

the end of the programme) 
• The mission statements and guiding principles of the participating companies, banks, 

and investors are compatible with the objectives and values of the Austrian Green 
Investment Pioneers programme 

Additional criteria (if applicable in the respective target sectors) 

• Building renovation projects must at least meet the requirements for the klimaaktiv 
Silver building standard9. 

• Collaboration with regional partners, regional value-add (construction, operation) 
• Projects have a lower need for public funding  
• Projects support/promote/offer solutions for renewable energy collectives and 

citizen’s collectives or include sector coupling, combination with energy efficiency 
measures (e.g. comprehensive refurbishment instead of simple heating system switch) 

• Projects support relevant social aspects in attaining Austria’s climate and energy 
targets (e.g. reduction of energy poverty, refurbishment offerings for the socially 
disadvantaged) 

• Use of innovative concepts (e.g. serial refurbishment) 
• Projects in the research and development phase do not fall under the focus of the 

programme. 

                                                       

9 klimaaktiv.at/bauen-sanieren/gebaeudedeklaration/kriterienkatalog-2020 
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4.5 Signing of the cooperation agreement 

All selected consortia will be invited to participate in the Austrian Green Investment 
Pioneers programme. A cooperation agreement will then be signed with the Federal 
Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology 
(BMK). The cooperation agreement covers the following key elements:   

• Description of the project structure of the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme 

• Individually agreed objectives based on the business plan 
• Logo use agreement  
• Obligations and performance of the actors  
• Reporting 
• Grounds for early termination and exclusion 
• Liability disclaimer 

The cooperation agreement with the BMK is a prerequisite for participating in the 
programme. 
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5 Do you have any questions? 

You can make enquiries at any time by telephone or e-mail at: 
klimaaktiv Austrian Green Investment Pioneers Project Management 
Tel.: +431/586 15 240 
E-mail: info.pioneers@energyagency.at 
Website: klimaaktiv.at/pioneers 

mailto:info.pioneers@energyagency.at
https://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers.html
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6 Other questions 

6.1  Liability disclaimer 

All liability is precluded for any damages arising from or in connection with the application 
procedure or the execution of the cooperation agreements by the BMK, the Austrian 
Energy Agency as the executing agency, and any other institutions commissioned by the 
BMK for the completion of the application procedure and the execution of the 
cooperation agreements. This shall not apply to cases of proven gross negligence or 
intent. The specified institutions shall also not be liable for consequential damages, 
intangible and indirect damages, or lost profits. 

The BMK and the executing institutions commissioned by the BMK will provide no 
financing services or associated advisory services and will complete no due diligence 
assessments under the present Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme. The 
documents of the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme shall not be construed 
as offers or recommendations for financial products or financial instruments. The analysis 
of potential transactions in any respect whatsoever (economic, tax-related, legal, 
technical, etc.) and all questions pertaining to the structuring of the project company shall 
be the sole responsibility of the respective project company and the participating 
companies, investors, and other parties. Especially in terms of the structure of the project 
company, the authorised representatives of the project company and involved parties 
shall clarify the potential applicability of financial market supervision laws, especially the 
Alternative Investment Fund Manager Act and the Capital Market Act, before submitting 
the project. 

6.2 Material changes in the framework conditions 

The BMK reserves the right to revoke, restrict, or terminate the application procedure and 
cooperation programme in the event that the framework conditions change in any 
material respects. Candidates and cooperation partners shall not be entitled to derive any 
legal claims whatsoever from the revocation of the application procedure or the 
termination or restriction of the programme. 
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6.3 Ambiguities in the application documents 

The BMK and the executing agency reserve the right to make corrections and 
amendments to the application documents within the submission phases and to inform all 
candidates of this in writing. The candidates are required to take these corrections and 
amendments into account in their applications. 

If the candidates see multiple ways to interpret the application documents or if anything is 
unclear, they are requested to clarify these issues with the executing agency before 
submitting their applications. Should contradictions or other ambiguous issues be 
discovered during the preparation of the documents, the candidates are requested to 
inform the executing agency of this. 

6.4 Confidentiality 

The submitted documents will be kept in strict confidence. All information contained in 
the applications will be handled as confidential. The names of the companies/investors 
participating in the information process but that do not become part of an enabling facility 
will not be made known to the public. A non-disclosure agreement can be signed for the 
application documents and the information they contain. You can download such a 
document at klimaaktiv.at/pioneers. Please submit this with the proper company 
signatures and stamp to info.pioneers@energyagency.at 

6.5 Data protection 

In terms of compliance with legal data protection regulations, the BMK notes that Art. 6 
(1) lit. b GDPR permits the processing of personal data of the contact partners of 
candidates by the BMK and its sub-processors based on pre-contractual and contractual 
status. The purposes of this processing are the execution of the activities agreed with or 
intended by the enabling facilities. Your data will be stored for the duration of the 
programme and beyond in accordance with the legal requirements for documentation 
purposes. The data you provide will be kept in strict confidence and protected against 
unauthorised access unless they are used for agreed public relations activities or are 
generally available to the public. 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/partner/Kooperationsformen/green_investment_pioneers.html
mailto:info.pioneers@energyagency.at
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The rights of the affected subjects under the GDPR are the right to information about the 
data held by the BMK as well as the right to submit requests for rectification or 
restrictions on processing if issues need to be clarified. You can object to the processing of 
your data. You can request the erasure of your data. You can request the transfer of your 
data in machine-readable format. A request to prohibit automated decision-making can 
be filed unless such decision-making has been consented to, agreed by contract, or is 
permitted by valid law. Any consent that has been granted can be revoked at any time. 
This may result in the failure to process the communicated interests. You can find detailed 
data protection information at klimaaktiv.at/datenschutzinfo. 

Complaints can be filed with the Data Protection Authority. The website of the Data 
Protection Authority dsb.gv.at contains further information, FAQs, and all relevant legal 
regulations for data protection in Austria. 

BMK Data Protection Officer: Claudia Sterkl or Denise Mitteregger; contact: 
datenschutz@bmk.gv.at 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/datenschutzinfo
https://www.dsb.gv.at/
mailto:datenschutz@bmk.gv.at
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7 Annex 

7.1 Responsible office 

Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and 
Technology (BMK) 
Department VI/3 – Green Finance and Sustainable Economy 
Contact address: greenfinance@bmk.gv.at 

7.2 Partners of the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme 

The following institutions have been commissioned by the BMK to assist with the 
implementation of the programme: 

Austrian Energy Agency (AEA) 

The Austrian Green Investment Pioneers programme is being coordinated under 
klimaaktiv, the climate protection initiative of the BMK. The AEA is the national 
competence centre for energy and is responsible for directing the klimaaktiv programme. 

Federal Environment Agency 

The Federal Environment Agency, Austria’s leading expert body for environmental issues, 
is responsible for managing the content of the Austrian Green Investment Pioneers 
programme. It also provides interfaces to other work packages of the green finance 
activities in the BMK and to the Green Finance Agenda and ensures coordination with 
other BMK initiatives. 

mailto:greenfinance@bmk.gv.at
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