


WE'RE SORRY!
• We're sorry you are stuck in your car in a traffic jam. Gridlock is more and more common these days... 

it'll probably go on getting worse, unless we do something.

• We're sorry if we've contributed to your delay, but please recognize that we bicyclists are ignored, 

obstructed and physically threatened ALL THE TIME, EVERY DAY. This "Critical Mass" ride home is an 

organized coincidence that happens once a month, giving bicyclists of all persuasions the chance to see 

that we are not alone, and that we, too, have a right to the road.

• We're sorry that absurd and mean-spirited decisions about how we live are made behind the closed 

doors of the corporate and government elite, leading to a suicidal dependence on the automobile and the 

oil industry, a cancer epidemic and general ecological catastrophe. We know there are better 

alternatives, and our monthly ride demonstrates one of them.

• We're sorry that we all go on reproducing this silly and self-degrading way of life, instead of throwing it 

over and making a life worth living. Why should we do jobs which make our lives worse due to toxic 

waste or pollution? Why are our best intentions always corrupted by the need to "make a living"? These 

questions have complex and difficult answers, answers worth looking into. But for now...

• We're sorry you're not already out here on your bicycle riding with us! But we heartily invite you to join 

us next time. Remember, every day is a good bicycling day! Meet at the foot of Market Street on the last 

working Friday of the each month at 5:30 p.m.



“The Door is Always Open” by Dept. of Public Art, February 1993



It is a terribly rash assumption that someone stuck in 

their car is necessarily a big supporter of the status 

quo. Consider instead the complexities of human 

choices and constraints and try to create openings in 

people's minds, rather than assuming that someone 

who hasn't adopted your choices about what to buy, 

how to get around, and lifestyles in general is your 

conscious enemy and deserves your moral 

condemnation, rage, or self-righteous taunting. It's 

not easy to proceed politically when we take 

seriously how difficult, deep and personal are the 

changes we seek. But pleasure, passion, and 

patience can bring real progress. Remember, the 

Americans you scorn today must be your allies 

tomorrow if you are serious about changing life!
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MUNI is San 

Francisco’s 

public transit 

system…

c. 1996 by Beth 
Verdekal



Fifth Anniversary 
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Critical Mass, San Francisco, August 1999



Critical Mass
10th anniversary

poster, 2002
by Mona Caron



Jay Broemmel’s Golden Gate Bike
Cyclecide Bike Rodeo, Bike Kitchen, San 

Francisco



Halloween 2006 Critical Mass 
takes Golden Gate Bridge



Critical Mass, Lombard St.,
San Francisco, July 2007



Critical Mass, Lombard St.,
San Francisco, July 2007



Critical Mass, Van Ness Avenue,
San Francisco, July 2007



Critical Mass, Lombard St.,
San Francisco, May 2012





Valet Bicycle Parking at baseball games 
(SF Giants win World Series 2010)



Derailleurs (bike stunts and dance group) 
perform at outdoor bike event 2010





Critical Mass
20th anniversary

poster, 2012
by Mona Caron



Visitors from all over the world came to San 
Francisco for the Critical Mass 20th Anniversary



San Francisco Critical Mass 20th Anniversary



San Francisco Critical Mass 20th

Anniversary



San Francisco Critical Mass 20th

Anniversary



San Francisco Critical Mass 20th

Anniversary



Critical Mass – relationship to advocacy
and City power/politics?



Critical Mass, 
New Orleans



Critical Mass, 
Melbourne, 
Australia



Critical Mass, Budapest, Hungary



Critical 
Mass, 

Bologna, 
Italy



Critical Mass, Hamburg, Germany



Critical Mass, Germany



Critical Mass, Rome, Italy, May 30, 2008



Critical Mass, Rome, Italy, Ciemmona, May 31 
2008



Critical Mass, Rome, Italy, to the beach, June 1, 
08



Critical Mass, Sao Paolo, Brazil



Critical Mass, Sao Paolo, Brazil



Critical Mass, 
Salt Lake City, 

Utah



Critical Mass, 
Milan, Italy



Critical Mass, 
Rome, Italy



Critical Mass, Valencia, Spain



Critical Mass, Vancouver, 
Canada





Ciemmona 2013, Rome



Rome rides to the beach, Ciemmona, 1 June 2013


