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Abstract 

Nowadays, the developement of cycle route network is a more preferred area in Hungary than 

ever before. The developement is expanded to the part of everyday cycling as well as 

recreational needs and financed by EU and inland sources also. The main goal of the 

developement is to build up a coherent cycle route network at the settlement, regional, and 

national levels equally, and of course to assure the main connections to the adjacent countries, 

mainly through the EuroVelo routes. The primary aim of this presentation is to introduce the 

recent development of the cycle route network. These, on the one part, are constructional 

investments (such as the Győr-Budapest section of EuroVelo 6, the Budapest-Balaton route and 

the Balaton Bike Ring) whose execution will be started off this year. On the other part, 

signposting of routes is currently in progress, which is being developed according to a new 

image. In this project, 720 km of routes are already signed, and another 1500 km of them will 

be signed within the next 1.5 years. Moreover, related activities are taking place, such as 

building resting points, framing the numbering system, manual and automatic counting of 

traffic volume, conducting surveys on cycling habits. Out of the factors listed above, the main 

focus will be on the development of the network and phrasing long-term plans. 
 

Introduction 

Due to the former mostly isolated developements the Hungarian cycle route network was not 

coherent, nor was it nationwide or local. However, there are some exceptations, like bikeable 

dams and some regional sections. Although the map shown in Figure 1 is not completely up to 

date, it shows in general, that there are a lot of gaps in the network. 

 
Figure 1: Cycle route network in Hungary, 2019 (green: dedicated routes; yellow: recommended routes) 

 
Source: www.kenyi.hu 
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The four main sections in Hungary are the EuroVelo No. 6, 11 and 13 and the Balaton Bike 

Ring, but the signposting of these routes had and have some deficiency. (Fig. 2) 

 
Figure 2: EuroVelo 6, 11, 13 and the Balaton Bike Ring (pink: EV routes; purple: Balaton Bike Ring) 

 
Source: www.kenyi.hu 

 

Beyond above listed, we struggle with other problems in terms of cycling in Hungary, but I 

don’t want to tell you all of our difficulties, instead I switch over to the present and future 

developments, beginning with the construction projects. 

 

Construction Projects 

The three most important developments are the Győr-Budapest section of EuroVelo 6, the 

Budapest-Lake Balaton route and the Balaton Bike Ring, whose execution will be started off 

this year and financed by the EU and domestic funds as well. There are some other investments 

at the regional level, mostly funded by Hungarian government. Furthermore there are about 400 

projects to improve local networks. These projects are financed by the EU. As you can see in 

the map the developments listed above spread nation-wide. (Fig. 3) 

 
Figure 3: Construction projects in Hungary (green: EV 6 Győr-Budapest, Budapest – Lake Balaton, Balaton 

Bike Ring; red: regional developments; black points: local developments) 

 
Source: www.maps.google.com 
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An example for the regional project is a new bridge for cyclists over Lake Tisza, that ensures 

the closure of the bikeable ring around the lake. (Fig. 4) 

 
Figure 4: Visualization of the bridge for cyclists over Lake Tisza (white bridge) 

 
Source: National Infrastructure Development PLC. 

 

Signposting of Recreational Routes 

Besides the construction projects, signposting of recreational routes have been in progress for 

the last one and a half years, and the symbols that we use on the signs have a new design. As 

you can see there are two common type of signs. The smallest one just indicates to ensure to 

keep the right direction, but the biggest one provides more information about destinations and 

their distances. (Fig. 5) There will be two other types of signs, one to direct to the POI’s and 

one for special cases like roadblocks, high ascent and so on. 

 
Figure 5: The new image of signposts 

 
Source: Hungarian Roads PLC. 

 

There are five routes already signed, one example for that is the Fertőd-Keszthely route banding 

Lake Fertő and Lake Balaton. Another exapmle is the southern and northern sections of 

EuroVelo route No. 11 along Tisza River. Some other routes are under elaboration out of which 

the most important being the Szentgotthárd-Lake Balaton-Lake Velence route, that will be a 

part of the EuroVelo No. 14, which is going to be the route between Mid-Austria and Eastern-

Europe. Another significant route will lead from Lake Velence to Gyula. (Fig. 6) In the near 

future we are going to project the signposting of some more routes, that in general make 

connections with the routes listed above. 
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Figure 6: Signposted routes in Hungary according to a new image 

(green: already signed; orange: under elaboration; red: near future plans) 

 
Source: www.maps.google.com 

 

It is important to notice, that the signposting includes placing signs, that point the right track on 

bikeable and low-traffic routes, and just in very well-founded cases contain constructions. 

 

Related Activities 

Associated to the signposting we will get resting points and information boards placed along 

posted routes and we have been creating a numbering system to identify those routes. We got 

19 automatic traffic counters installed to measure the traffic volume of cyclists, and we have 

already been getting the traffic volume manually counted every year, at other 95 cross-sections 

in Hungary. (Fig. 7) 

 
Figure 7: Automatic traffic counter at Lake Velence 

 
Source: Hungarian Roads PLC. 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Furthermore we had a representative survey made in 2018 on cycling habits in Hungary. (Fig.8) 

 
Figure 8: A representative survey on cycling habits in Hungary, 2018 

 
Source: Hungarian Cyclist’s Club 

 

Summary 

Finally, I would like to summarize my presentation in one final map, in which you can see the 

nation-wide, regional and local improvements related to construction and signposting projects 

listed above, and those that are at issue in Hungary in order to create a coherent cycle route 

network. (Fig. 9) 

 
Figure 9: Construction and signposting projects in Hungary 

(red: construction projects; green: signposting; black points: local developments) 

 
Source: www.maps.google.com 

 


